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both accounts. My own religious outlook on life
has been broadened and deepened by them, and I
have been able to value at their highest point,
through personal friendships, the two great living
faiths of the East which have made their home side
by side in India.
It has been necessary to mention these things,
because they explain on what ground I have been
able to stand in India outside all parties and creeds,
and for this reason can offer an impartial opinion on
the grave question as to whether Hindu-Muslim
riots would increase if the British were withdrawn.
For that is the question, above all others, which
causes anxiety, not only concerning the Frontier,
but also concerning India itself.
After thirty-three years' experience in every part
of India, my own confirmed belief is that the
rioting of recent years has been due to temporary
excitement over political issues rather than to deep-
seated and inveterate causes which can never be
removed. I would, at the same time, fully recognize
the fact that vast religious differences always have
existed and will continue. But they need not lead
to bloodshed.
The chief and immediate reason for the rioting
has been the political and economic ferment. The
Muslims have naturally felt that as a minority com-
munity, intensely desirous of retaining their own
religious culture, the future was at stake. If their
rights were not fully and amply protected they
might lose them in the turmoil. Therefore, the cry